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Forest Growers Levy Trust Board Election 

This memorandum details the results of the recent Board Election, conducted by Research New 

Zealand on behalf of the Forest Growers Levy Trust – an incorporated society with members drawn 

from a cross-section of the forest growing industry. 

Audited voting results 

Under 1,000 ha net stocked area category – individual votes 

Steve Wilton is elected. 

Nomination process 

Nominations for the Board Election were open from 1 September to 16 September 2015. The criteria 

for nominating candidates to stand in the Board Election were as follows:  

� An eligible person to nominate a Board member can be the forest owner of a Qualifying forest 

or a person who represents the forest owner of a Qualifying forest where that owner is not a 

natural person.  

� For the purposes of the nomination and election process, a Qualifying forest is a forest that has 

a Stand or Stands of trees of 10 years or more in age (or, for the purposes of this election, 

planted before 1 October 2003) totalling at least four hectares in area.  

� An eligible person could make more than one nomination. 

There were no restrictions as to who could be nominated, other than that they are a natural person. 

Eligible forest owners/entities were able to nominate and second candidates through an online 

registration process or by email. 

There are two categories of Board member, under which eligible forest owners were able to 

nominate and vote. 

1. Forest entities with greater than 1,000 ha net stocked area – two Board members 

2. Forest entities with less than 1,000 ha net stocked area – one Board members. 
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Nominators were required to specify the category in which the nominee would stand in, and confirm 

that they were eligible to nominate said party under the trust rules as adopted at a general meeting 

on 15 October 2013 (see Rule 4 regarding the election process detailed in the Revised Rules for 

Forest Growers Levy Trust Incorporated http://www.forestvoice.org.nz/constitution.htm).   

Research New Zealand subsequently followed up with those individuals who made or seconded a 

nomination, to confirm that they had in fact done so, and to reconfirm that they were eligible to do 

so under the election rules. 

In total two candidates were nominated to stand for the two Board member positions in the greater 

than 1,000 ha net stocked area category. Two candidates were nominated to stand for the one 

Board member position in the under 1,000 ha net stocked area category. 

Voting and vote counting 

Due to the number of candidates nominated matching the number of vacancies on the board to 

represent owners of larger forests in the greater than 1,000 ha net stocked area category, no election 

was required for that category. 

Voting for the representative of owners in the under 1,000 ha net stocked area category was open 

between 10.00 am 5 October and 5.00 pm 16 October 2015. During this period 208 owners/forest 

entities voted in the under 1,000 ha net stocked area category. 

As per the trust rules, all eligible votes in the under 1,000 ha net stocked area category are assigned 

and counted with a weight of ‘1’. 

Auditing and verification process 

After close off of the voting period, Research New Zealand reviewed each voter’s record to confirm 

that all required information had been provided, and to confirm that the net stocked area of their 

forest(s) met the ‘4 ha’ minimum threshold. During this initial audit, two votes were discounted due 

to the net stocked area of each forest entity being below the 4 ha minimum threshold.  

For auditing purposes, the eligibility of votes of owners/forest entities, which were cast by forest 

investment/management companies representing a number of different forest owners/entities, were 

then verified against two criteria: 

� Net stocked ha area. 

� Date when the forest in question was planted.  

The majority of this information was accessed from the companies’ websites, with a few exceptions 

where follow-up telephone calls and emails were required. As a result of this stage, it was identified 

that one forest entity was ineligible as it had only recently been planted in 2011. 
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Research New Zealand, subsequently emailed each of the remaining individual voters in the under 

1,000 ha net stocked area category and asked them to confirm that they had in fact voted and to 

reconfirm that they were eligible to participate under the election rules.  

As of 5.00 pm 22 October, 173 of the 205 remaining votes  in the under 1,000 ha net stocked area 

category had responded to our request for confirmation – meaning we have been able to reconfirm 

84 percent of the remaining votes received for that category.1 

 

NOTE: This report was modified by the Secretariat to remove the actual voting numbers. 

These numbers were supplied to candidates. 

                                                           
1 After discounting the three ineligible votes mentioned above. 


